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CONGRESS OF THE REPUBLIC

By which the function and operation of amusement parks, attractions

or entertainment devises, mechanical devises and

amusement parks, water parks, theme parks, ecological parks,

interactive centers, zoos and aquarium in all of the

national territory are regulated and other dispositions are issued.

THE COLOMBIAN CONGRESS
DECREES

ARTICLE 1.  OBJECT.  The object of the present law is to regulate the intervention of public authorities of the national, district and municipal order as to the minimum requirements they must meet for the function, installation, operation, use and exploitation of Amusement Parks, water parks, them parks, ecological parks, interactive centers, zoos and public or private aquarium, attractions or entertainment devises, and those also known in all of the national territory as mechanical amusement parks, existing or new ones, to protect human lives, the environment and the quality of the installations. 
ARTICLE 2.  DEFINITIONS AND CATEGORIES.  Fort he effects of the present Law, the following definitions and categories are adopted:
Definitions:  Amusement Parks:  Those open air or covered spaces where attracting or entertainment devices are installed, amusement parks, mechanical attractions and resources used for recreation, animal, machines or games where the pubic comes to have fun through interaction. Excluded from these are games of chance and gambling. 
Attractions or Entertainment Devices.  These are means, elements, machines or interactive equipment including mechanical attractions with the purpose of entertainment or fun.
Categories:  Amusement Parks are divided in permanent, non permanent or itinerant, Family Entertainment Centers, Theme Parks, Water Parks, Interactive Centers, Aquariums and Zoos. 

a)  Permanent Amusement Parks:  Are those installed in a site or location permanently. For this they have a permanent infrastructure such as parking, restrooms, base structures, sidewalks and gardens.  These parks offer high impact attraction, family and for children, skill games and recreational attract-tions.  Generally they are enclosed and they stay in one place for several years. 

b) Non-Permanent Amusement Parks. Those that are installed in a non-permanent site or location. For this they count on a temporary infrastructure. Ordinarily, their attraction or recreational devices do not require a permanent civil infrastructure and they can be transported from one place to another easily in short periods of time. These parks offer high-impact attraction, family and children and also skill games.  They are generally enclosed temporarily and stay in the occupied site for some months.  Their itinerant character makes that this model of business has to make a lot of assembly (installations) disassembly in different regions of the national or international regions.

c) Family Entertainment Centers: Are those installed in Malls, Family Compensation organizations, Hypermarkets and Business Conglomerates, almost always under a roof.  As part of the entertainment offer of the Malls, they have attractions and entertainment devices for the whole family.
d) Theme Parks. Are those installed in a site or location permanently or non-permanently.  Its main characteristic is that the management has a well difinied character.  Some common themes are: prehistory, children’s stories and historical eras, among others.  These parks may or may not have high impact attraction, family and children attractions or skill games. 

e) Water Parks: Are those installed in a place or location permanently or not. Its principal characteristics is centered in managing water as a recreational or entertainment purposes. These parks have high impact family and children’s attractions, toboggans, pools or interactive fountains, among others. 

f) Interactive Centers: are those installed in a site or location permanently or non-permanently. Its main characteristic is centered in the administration of interactive components as experiments or pieces that allow  experience based education where knowledge is achieved though its entertainment offer, low impact attraction, interactive rooms with experiments or educational pieces where you can also find family attractions.
g) Aquariums. Are those that are installed in one place or location permanently or non permanently. Its principal characteristic is center in the exhibition or animals or beings that live in the water. These parks offer attractions, ponds or groups of ponds where water ecosystems of marine or fresh water beings are reproduced with educational, recreational or scientific exhibition  purposes. 

h) Zoos or Farms:  Are those that are installed in a site or location permanently or non permanently. Its main characteristic is centered on the exhibit or animals or beings that live on a land environment. These parks offer controlled environment where wild or tamed animals are reproduced with educational, recreational or scientific exhibition purposes. 

ARTICLE 3.  PREVIOUS REGISTER FOR THE INSTALLATION AND SET UP OF AMUSEMENT PARKS AND THE ENTERTAINMENT ATTRACTION OR DEVICES. The installation and setup of Amusement Parks and Attractions or Entertainment Devices, new or existing, in any of the categories mentioned above, will require the previous registration before the respective district or municipal authority, and the following requisites must be complied with:
1.  Certificate of existence and legal representation by artificial persons pretending to install Entertainment Attractions or Devices in an Amusement Park, setting them up, use them, exploit them; or the mercantile register, citizen’s ID Card or Taxpayer Number (RUT) by natural persons.
2. Contract or authorization of the owner or holder in places where the Attractions or Entertainment Devices will operate.  When these operate in places which are property of the State the contract entered into with the respective public entity must be accredited.
3. Extra-contract civil responsibility contract covering the civil responsibility derived from the injuries to visitors and users of the Amusement Parks and Attractions or Entertainment Devices, whose value is determined by a legally established insurance company in Colombia, previous the evaluation of the risks involved which include a technical inspection certification of the premises, which must cover as a minimum, injuries and/or death of people, breaking of a machinery and fires.

4. Technical sheet of each attraction or entertainment device issued by the manufacturer or installer, which must contain at least the following information:  capacity, conditions and restrictions of use, risks, maintenance plan, number of operators required and technical description of the equipment.
5. Signs plan with the conditions and restrictions of use recommended by the manufacturer or installer in visible places in each one of the Attractions or Devices existing in the Amusement Park. 
6.  Emergency plan in the site where the Amusement Park is located
7. Certificate of existence of a medical service contract for any emergencies performed with a legally constituted entity.

8. Testing certificate before dosing the initial setup in compliance with the manufacturer or installer’s recommendations.
PARAGRAPH 1.  Once the above requisites are accredited, the respective district or municipal authority will issue a register to which an identification number will be assigned.
PARAGRAPH 2. The register will be in effect for one (1) year, and must be renewed before it is due, with no prejudice that the modifications or changes in the initial registration are updated at the moment in such changes or modifications occur.

PARAGRAPH 3. Non permanent Amusement parks should register before the respective district or municipal authority previous the installation of any Entertainment Attraction or Device, and the permit should not exceed more than one (1) year. 
PARAGRAPH 4.  For the presentation of public shows in Amusement Parks, the interested party must fulfill with the requisites established in the current regulations on that matter. 

ARTICLE 4.  MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION REQUISITE.  For its operation and maintenance, the natural or artificial person who makes a register for Entertainment Attractions or Devices in Amusement parks must meet the technical requisites established  in this article, which contains standards related with the operation, maintenance, inspection of Entertainment Attraction and Devices developed based on international regulations ASTM (American Society Of Testing & Materials), NFPA (National Fire Protection Association), the maintenance and Operation Guidelines of IAAPA (International Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions) and based in the Regulations established by the national associations in the United States, Mexico, Argentina and England. 

The operation and maintenance requisites of the Attractions or Entertainment Devices are the following:  
1. Occupation conditions of Amusement Parks,  Amusement parks in any of the categories pointed out in Article 2 of this law must meet the following occupancy conditions:

a) They will have an emergency plan  endorsed by the local committees or by the competent authorities which include emergency brigades duly trained, mitigation plans in case of emergency and other requisites which the local committees or competent authorities deem necessary. 

b) They will have adequate exits and evacuation routes according to its size and type of operation;
c) They will have certificates issued by the fire department on the suitability of the facility as to fire fighting plans, mitigation plans against natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods and electrical storms, among others; 

d) They will have clear evacuation signs as to emergency routes and exit;

e) In case it has parking zones, these must have an automobile mobilization plan and have spaces reserved for pedestrians and handicapped dully marked and signposted. 

f) They will have an occupational health program and professional risks for its employees in agreement with the nature of the business and decree law 1295 of 1994 or whichever is in effect on that matter. 
2. Maintenance Standards of the Attractions and Entertainment Devices.  The Operators of Attractions or Entertainment Devices must meet the maintenance standards, always complying to the manuals furnished by the manufacturer or installer, for which they must:
a) Implement a maintenance, testing and inspections  program, to establish the obligations tending to maintain each Attraction or Entertainment Device in good state. This maintenance program must include checking lists, be available for each person who makes the maintenance, to have a programming for each one of the Attractions or Entertainment Devices and estimate, at least, the following:
A. Description of the assignment of preventive maintenance.

B. Description of the inspections done.

C. Special security instructions, if they apply

D. Additional recommendations of the Operator

b) Procure the adequate training of each person that is in charge of the maintenance of the Attractions or Entertainment Devices, as an essential part of their responsibilities and obligations.  This entertainment will include as a minimum:

A. Instruction on the inspection proceedings and preventive maintenance.

B. Instruction on specific obligations and assigning work posts

C. Instructions on general security procedures

D. Physical demonstration of functioning

E. Observation of the practical work of the person who is in training by a supervisor who will evaluate his aptitude and attitude.

F. Additional instructions that the operator deems necessary for the good functioning of the Attraction or Entertainment Device. 
c) Submit the Attractions or Entertainment Devices to daily document inspections (Checking Maintenance List), before starting them and offer them to the service of the public, in compliance with the instructions contained in the maintenance manuals. The inspection program must include, as a minimum, the following:
A) Inspection of all the passenger loading devices and all its devises including closings and restrictions. 

B) Visual inspection of ladder/stairs ramps, entrances and exits. 

C) Function testing every communication equipment, necessary so that the Attraction or Entertainment Device can function adequately, when it applies.
D) Function testing of all the security devices, automatic and manual

E) Inspection and testing of all breaks, including emergency breaks, service, brakes, parking and stops, where it applies. 

F) Visual inspection of all enclosures, fences and security obstacles.

G) Visual inspection of the Attraction or Entertainment Device structure. 

H) Complete inspections to operate in the normal or complete cycle.

I) Inspection functioning without passengers, if it applies to the attraction, before starting any operation, to determine its adequate function and establish if it requires or not the closing of operation due to: malfunction due to loose parts or mechanical, electric or operative modifications; environmental conditions which affect the operation or a combination of the three.

J) Evaluation of the bacteriological quality inside the Attraction or Entertainment Devise when this resource is used and the user may, reasonably, be exposed to drink or enter into contact with volumes that do not represent a risk for his health.

PARAGRAPH 2.  The manufacturer or installer may include in the appropriate section of the  Attraction or Entertainment Device manual, a list and place of the component and critical areas which require inspection with nondestructive testing (NDT) in compliance with paragraph E) above.
PARAGRAPH 3.  The components that do not result according to the Nondestructive testing must be replaced or reconditioned in compliance with the maintenance regulations. The components that are in compliance or that have been replaced or repaired will be programmed for future testing in compliance with the above paragraphs D and E. 
When the operator deems it convenient and there are no recommendations of the manufacturer or installer, he may contract a professional or an engineering agency with qualifications, training and certifications in the topic to develop the Nondestructive testing inspection of the Attractions and Entertainment Devices or its components.

PARAGRAPH 4.  The Operator of an Attraction or Entertainment Device must implement a testing program based on the recommendations of this article. 

ARTICLE 5.  OPERATION STANDARDS OF ATTRACTIONS OR ENTERTAINMENT DEVICES. The operators of Attractions or Entertainment Devices must:

1.  Establish security practices and apply them in their facilities.

2. Apply the content of the operation regulations recommended by the manufacturer or installer.
3. Implement an Operation Manual for every Attraction or Entertainment Device which must include checking lists, which are available for each person who participates in the operation, have a programming for each one of the Attractions or Entertainment Devices and establish, at least the following points.

a) The policies for the operation of the Attraction or Entertainment Device based on the pertinent information furnished by the manufacturer or installer. To develop these policies, the  Attraction or Entertainment Device Operator must:

A. Make a description of the operation of the attraction.

B. Establish the general security procedures.

C. Design work posts for the operation of the Attraction or Entertainment Device.

D. Include other recommendations that he deem pertinent.

E. Develop specific emergency proceedings for abnormal events or an abrupt interruption of the service.

This condition must be certified by a well known health entity authorized for this.

3.  Inspection Programs. The inspection programs done in Amusement Parks where Attractions or Entertainment Devices are installed, must follow the following rules:
a) File for a time no least than one (1) year the inspection documents determined by the Operator.

b) Timely notify the manufacturer or installer or any incident, fault or malfunction that might affect the operation of the Attraction or the Entertainment Device.

c) Accredit the suitability of his workers in charge of carrying out the maintenance programs.

4. Non-Destructive Testing (NDT) Nondestructive Testing (NDT)  are testis or exams done on a matter to determine its resistance, quality and state.   During these tests the following rules will be taken into account:

a) They will be done in components and Attractions or Entertainment Devices of metallic structures when they are recommended by the manufacturer or installer.
b) They will be done by a qualified inspector under a well-known international standard such as the  ASNT (American Society for Nondestructive Testing) or the  AWS (American Welding Society);
c) They will be done and applied with methods and techniques such as radiography, magnetic particles, ultrasound, penetrating liquids, electromagnetism, neutron radiography, acoustic emission, visual and escape testing to examine materials or components so that they do not suffer deterioration or malfunction and be useful to detect, localize, measure and evaluate discontinuities, defects and other imperfections, besides assuring the properties, integrity, composition and measurement of its geometrical characteristics.

d) They will be used, exclusively, to verity the integrity of the components in compliance with its design, localization, installation or a combination of these and not for a different means;
e) They will be programmed, when applicable, in terms of hours, days or other operation components. The initial design must supply the periods between testing, which must never exceed one (1) year.
PARAGRAPH 1.  It is the manufacturer o installer’s duty to recommend the components object to inspection and methods or types of nondestructive testing, excluding the proceedings for testing, except if there is a risk of involving another component of the Attraction or Entertainment Device.

b) Develop a training program.  This program must include, as a minimum, the following:

A. Development of proceedings and instructions for the operation of the Attraction or Entertainment Device. 
B. Development of instructions on the specific functions in the work posts.

C. Physical demonstration of the operation or the Attraction or Entertainment Device.
D. Observation of the practical performance of the person undergoing training, on behalf of a supervisor who will certify his attitude and aptitude. 

E. Certification of the controllers’ training in the work post after training. 

F. Other instructions that the Operator deems pertinent for the correct function of the Attraction or Entertainment Device.

c)  Developing Inspection Programs. Previous starting and offering some Attraction or Entertainment Device to the public, the Operator must submit the Attraction or Entertainment Device to documentary inspections (operation checking list), based on the instructions contained in the operation and maintenance instruction booklets;

d) The inspection program must include, at least, the following:
A. Functioning testing of the Attraction or Entertainment Device before starting any operation with the users.
B. Inspection of all the passenger loading devises and its devices including closing and restrictions.

C. Visual inspection of ladders/stairs ramps, entrances and exits.

D. Functioning testing of every communication equipment necessary for the functioning of the Attraction or Entertainment Device.

PARAGRAPH 1.  The operator controlling the Access to the Attractions or Entertainment Device must deny the entrance to these when he advises risks in the physical integrity of those who pretend to use it or risks for the security of other users, the Operators or the other Attractions or Entertainment Devices.
PARAGRAPH 2.  The Operator  may establish restrictions in compliance with the manufacturer or installer’s recommendations and the designs applied on every Attraction or Entertainment Device.

PARAGRAPH 3.  The Operator must place any booklets or signs addressed to the public, in a prominent manner and written in a short, simple and punctual manner.

PARAGRAPH 4.  The Operator must place signs in the loading sites with the instructions for use, duties and obligations of the passengers during the ride.

ARTICLE 6.  REPLACEMENT OF PARTS AND SPARE PARTS OF THE ATTRACTIONS OR ENTERTAINMENT DEVICES.  For the replacement of parts and spare parts of the Attractions or Entertainment Devices, the Operator should:

1. Use the original procedure furnished by the manufacturer or installer and applied an appropriate nomenclature, or
2. Use the specifications manual and the drawings furnished by the manufacturer or installer, or

3. Use the original procedure furnished by the manufacturer or installer, classifying elements equivalent to the function and quality, when these are not furnished by the manufacturer or installer.

PARAGRAPH 1.  In case that there are no manufacturer or installer’s procedures for the replacement of parts and spare parts, the Operator may, within his maintenance programs, establish said procedure according to his maintenance program.

ARTICLE 7.  DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE VISITORS, USERS AND OPERATORS OF AMUSEMENT PARKS, ATTRACTIONS AND ENTERTAINMENT DEVICES.  In consideration to the risks inherent for the human security in the use of existing and new Attractions or Entertainment Devices, which accept the users when they make use of the same, it will constitute their duty to strictly comply with the written or oral security instructions given by the Operator and use them in a responsible manner, always preventing and mitigate the risk so as to not cause any accidents.
It is the duty of the visitors to Amusement Parks and users or Attractions and Entertainment Devices  with the supervision of the operator in the following:

1. Refrain from entering the paths of the Attractions or Entertainment Devises under the influence of alcohol or psychotropic substances or any other substance that may alter their behavior and/or situation of alert.
2. Appropriately use the security equipment furnished by the Operator such as security bars, safety belts and harness  during the ride.
3. Refrain from requiring the Operator’s employees a conduct different from those established as operation regulations.

4. Respect and have people under his orders respect the accesses to the Amusement parks and the Different Attractions or Entertainment Devices.  
5. Respect and have people under his orders respects the lines, circulation and loading zones, closings and other restricted zones and keep the order until the access is produced, during the use or stay and exit of the Amusement parks and the Different Attractions or Entertainment Devices and the other activities which take place in these.

6. Refrain from using Attractions or Entertainment Devises or to participate in attraction or activities that represent risks for his personal integrity or those of the people under his order, especially for their height, health, age, pregnancy, mental, physiological or physical conditions in all case the instructions and restrictions which are furnished by the access to the same.
7. Refrain from and require the people under his orders to do the same, to carry out any activity that might put into risk their physical integrity, those of the other visitors or users  or operators and employee of the Amusement Parks or the integrity of the elements, equipment, installation or equipment found in the Amusement Park. 

8. Refrain from entering the engine rooms, operation and maintenance areas and other restricted areas of the Amusement Park and require the same to the people under his orders.
PARAGRAPH 1.  The duties of the visitors to the Amusement Parks and users of Attraction and Entertainment Devises will be placed in visible spots in the facilities of the Amusement Park together with the Operator’s Instructions. 

PARAGRAPH 2.  The visitors and operators of Amusement Parks and Users of Attractions or Entertainment Devises will be responsible for any prejudices that they may cause originated in conducts contrary to the duties imposed in the present law.

ARTICLE 8.  INSPECTION, VIGILANCE AND CONTROL. It is the obligation of the competent national, departmental, district and municipal authorities, in compliance with the dispositions issued by the Ministry or Commerce, Industry and Tourism, or by the entity acting as such, to carry out the inspection, vigilance and control to verify and guarantee the compliance of the quality and isuitability conditions when offering the services inherent to amusement parks and attractions or entertainment devises and the fulfillment of the present law.

PARAGRAPH 1.  The competent national entity will have the faculty to regulate the operative procedure to carry out the inspection, vigilance and control function established in the present law.

PARAGRAPH 2.  The competent national entity will have the faculty to regulate through a technical regulation that will establish the measures to improve in prevention and safety of the people, animal life, plant life and preservation of the environment for the development of the present law. 

ARTICLE 9.  SANCTIONS. For the effects of the present law, the sanctions that the  competent authorities may impose for the violation of its dispositions are the following:
1.  Successive fines for up to five (5) current legal minimum salaries for every day of breach and up to thirty (30) days.

2. Suspension order of operation of the respective Attraction or Entertainment Device for a term up to thirty (30) days.

3. Cessation of activities of the respective Attraction or Entertainment Device if  sixty (60) days after being sanctioned with the suspension order, he continues without observing the dispositions contained in the present law. 

4. Cancelation of the Amusement Park register

PARAGRAPH 1.  The sanctions contemplated in Numeral 1) of this article will be applied in the events of breach or omission of the requisites accredited at the moment of doing the registration that does not imply any risk for the security of the visitors or users of Amusement Parks if the fulfillment of these requirements are not accredited within the term granted for presenting discharges.
PARAGRAPH 2.  The sanctions contemplated in numerals 2), 3) and 4) of this article will be applied, in their order, when risk is advised  for the security of the visitors or users of the Amusement Parks. 
The above, with no prejudice of the disciplinary responsibility of the public officers in charge of having the present law complied.

ARTICLE 10.  TRANSITORY.  The Operators of  Attractions and Entertainment Devises have six (6) months beginning the approval of the present law to register those who are in operation before  its effect and the National Government will issue the regulation decrees it deems pertinent to demand the fulfillment of the present law. 
ARTICLE 11. EFFECTIVE DATE. The present law comes into force when approved and publication and derogates the disposition that are contrary to it.
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